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Elizabeth was sent to Woodstock, where she resided
for about a year under guard. This was only reason-
able. An heir to the throne, in whose favour there
had been plots, could not expect complete freedom. In
October 1555 she was allowed to go to Hatfield under
the surveillance of Sir Thomas Pope. During the rest
of the reign she escaped molestation by outward con-
formity to the Catholic religion, and by taking no part
whatever in politics. But as it became clear that her
accession was at hand there can be no doubt that she
was engaged in studying the problems with which she
would have to deal. She was already in close intimacy
with Cecil, and it is evident that she mounted the
throne with a policy carefully thought out in its main
lines.

When Mary was known to be dying, the Spanish
ambassador, Feria, called on Elizabeth, and told her
that his master had exerted his influence with the
Queen and Council on her behalf, and had secured her
succession. But she declined to be patronised, and told
him that the people and nobility were on her side.